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families with
autism in the
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District
Over the last six months, local
health, wellbeing, social care and
voluntary and community
organisation have worked together
to deliver engagement events
across the Wakefield district for
parents who are going, or have
previously been through, the
autism diagnosis process locally.
Parents who attended these events
told us that they would like to be
able to access information on
parent support groups, family
activity sessions, workshops and
training to support them whilst they
are going through this process.

What is the Wakefield
Local Offer?

A guide to local services
available in Wakefield

The Wakefield Local Offer website
acts as a one-stop-shop for
information about services and
support available in Wakefield for
children and young people (aged 0
– 25 years) with special
educational needs and/or disability
(SEND). It also provides support to
families, with information about
education, health and social care
services, alongside information
about specific charities, community
and voluntary organisations and
the services they offer which are
appropriate for and specific to
children and young people with
additional needs.
The Wakefield Local Offer
website can be found at:
wakefield.mylocaloffer.org

What other support is
available in Wakefield?

Partner organisations, who have
been supporting the autism
engagement events, have pulled
together the following information
which we hope supports the
Wakefield Local Offer website,
alongside responding to parents
feedback that they would value
professionals signposting them to
support groups when they are
going through the autism spectrum
diagnosis process – so they know
who to turn to for advice.
We hope you find this
information helpful.

Local Autism Support Services in Wakefield
Who is
this for?

Contact details and cost

1. Wakefield Parent Carer Forum (TEAM)
The aim of TEAM is to give parents a voice and to make
their views count towards the improvement of services for
local children.
TEAM provides an opportunity where you can meet other
parents and find out information about what's happening
in Wakefield, in the region and also nationally.
TEAM hope to build on what has already happened in
Wakefield and ensure that parent's views are listened to
in any future planning and developments. Most
importantly, they want to keep a positive focus on what
may be negative or difficult subjects and work toward
solutions for problems.
TEAM hold steering group meetings every month at:
Barnardo’s Conference Room, Castleford Civic Centre,
Ferrybridge Road, Castleford, WF10 4JH

Parents and
carers who
have
children with
additional
needs

Jackie Parkin
T: 07590 487736
E: Jackie.parkin@kids.org.uk
 www.facebook.com/
Teamwakefieldparentforum
Address: Kids Wakefield, Queens
Court Offices, Regent Street,
Barnsley S70 2EG
Membership of TEAM is free

2. WF9
Parent and carer supporter group.
The group meet on the last Friday of every month and
hold family-friendly events in the school holidays.

Parents and
carers with a
listening ear
to share
experiences

Laura McNally
T: 07488279712
Search for the WF9 group on
Facebook
Membership of WF9 is free
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3. Family Fun Events
Autism-friendly family events provided
throughout the year.

Jackie Parkin
T: 07590 487736
Families who E: Jackie.parkin@kids.org.uk
 www.facebook.com/
have
children with Teamwakefieldparentforum
additional
Address: Kids Wakefield, Queens
needs
Court Offices, Regent Street,
Barnsley S70 2EG
Membership of TEAM is free

4. Parent workshops on sleep, attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and autism spectrum
disorder (ASD)
Workshops within Castleford, Pontefract and Wakefield
centre are available for parents to attend.
Barnardo’s WESAIL (Wakefield’s Early Support Advice and
Information and Liaison Service WESAIL) offer targeted
short term support alongside training and workshops for
parents and carers.
Places must be booked as these sessions are popular
and more information is available on the WESAIL
website: www.barnardos.org.uk/wesail-wakefield

Families who
have
children with
additional
needs

Contact details and cost

T: 01924 304152
E: WESAIL@barnardos.org.uk
Places must be booked.
Cost: FREE
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5. Special Educational Needs and Disability Information
Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS)
Provided by WESAIL, this service provides impartial
information, advice and support about matters relating to
SEND and/or disability, including education, social care,
personalisation, personal budgets and health.
Available Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
by phone or email.
For more information, please visit the WESAIL website:
www.barnardos.org.uk/wesail-wakefield

Parents and
carers who
have
children with
additional
needs

T: 01924 304152
E: WESAIL@barnardos.org.uk
Cost: FREE

6. Wakefield Local Offer
The Wakefield Local Offer website acts as a one-stopshop for information about services and support available
in Wakefield for children and young people (aged 0 – 25
years) with special educational needs and/or disability
(SEND).
It also provides support to families, with information about
education, health and social care services, alongside
information about specific charities, community and
voluntary organisations and the services they offer which
are appropriate for and specific to children and young
people with additional needs.
To learn more visit: wakefield.mylocaloffer.org

For help and support, you can
contact WESAIL.
Support for
This service is provided on behalf of
children and Wakefield Council by Barnardo’s.
young
T: 01924 304152
people, aged
E: wesail@barnardos.org.uk
0-25 years,
with (SEND) Address: Barnardo's Wakefield
Services, Room 249, Castleford Civic
needs and
their families Centre, Ferrybridge Road, Castleford,
WF10 4JH
Cost: FREE

Support
7. Kidz Aware
Kidz Aware provide parent support services including:
• Information, advice and guidance
• Mental health and wellbeing awareness
• Debt advice/ benefit entitlements
• Attend PIP/ESA appeals
• Signposting and referrals
• Family support – person-centred planning/short and
long-term support
• Equality, diversity and inclusion educational
training workshops
Kidz Aware are available whether you require emotional
support or practical help in solving issues.
8. That makes sense!
Training sessions for parents and carers.
The Children’s Occupational Therapy Team at the Mid
Yorkshire Hospitals Trust hold a number of “That makes
sense!” training sessions for parents and carers to help
them with supporting their child with sensory issues.
There are a maximum of 60 places per session (places
will be allocated on a first come, first served basis).
The training is held the Trust’s Headquarters at
Pinderfields Hospital.

Who is
this for?

Contact details and cost

Support for
families with
children and
young
people with
a disability

Gillian Archbold
T: 01924 376882
E: Gillian@kidzaware.co.uk
W: www.kidzaware.co.uk
Address: Kidz Aware, Suite 3,
Bizspace Business Centre, Thornes
Mill, Denby Dale Road, Wakefield,
WF2 7AZ
Cost: FREE

Parents and
carers with
children with
sensory
issues

Children’s Occupational
Therapy Team
T: 01977 747180
E: myh-tr.mychildrenstherapy@nhs.net
W: wakefield.mylocaloffer.org
/that-makes-sense
Address: Trust HQ, Education Centre,
Lecture Theatre, Pinderfields Hospital,
Aberford Road, Wakefield WF1 4DG
Cost: FREE

Q My child is over 14 years old, how do I find out how their autism spectrum
disorder (ASD) referral is progressing?
A You can call the single point of access available through child and adolescent
mental health services (CAMHS) for an update on: 01977 735865.
Q How do I learn more about joining Wakefield’s Parent Carer Forum?
A Wakefield’s Parent Carer Forum is called TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves
More) which is funded by the Department for Education and is facilitated by KIDS
with full support from Wakefield Council. Visit TEAM’s Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/Teamwakefieldparentforum) for more information.
Q My child has just been diagnosed with ASD. If I want more information and
advice, who can I turn to?
A There are support groups available run by local charities and parents and carers
of those who have ASD. Find out more by visiting Wakefield’s SEND local offer
website on: wakefield.mylocaloffer.org
Q My child has ASD, who can I contact for free, impartial advice?
A You can contact Wakefield Early Support Advice Information Liaison (WESAIL)
service on: 01924 304152 or by email at: wesail@barnardos.org.uk

FAQs

Frequently
asked questions

